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SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION 

Today's Webinar entitled "Fishermen and coastal communities towards sustainable management of the 
environment" was chosen following the input given by the Albanian community during the previous online 
meeting. 

The aim of the seminar was to reflect how the protection of the environment and the sea can have 
important economic effects and bring significant increases in coastal communities incomes. At the same 
time, the Webinar was aimed to increase awareness of the importance of raising awareness of the respect 
for the environment, not just the fishermen, who are already sensitive to the subject but, above all, the 
other social groups. Each community was therefore invited to represent the situation in their area. 



 

In Egypt, environmental protection is established by strict regulations, issued by the Government, which 
also involve the fishing sector. These laws regulate, for example, the procedures for the disposal of waste 
produced on the boats and the use of some fishing equipment and techniques. 

Alongside these provisions and restrictions, the regulations provide for financial penalties for transgressor 
but also for more serious penalties that may provide for the withdrawal of the fishing license or the 
imprisonment for the most serious offences. Fishermen are informed about these rules through 
announcements, advertisements and meetings. The awareness that ecology and environmental protection 
can be an element to increase income and attract tourists is not however widespread among all fishermen. 

The most important problem reported by the Egyptian community is related to the presence of plastic bags 
that remain at the bottom of the sea and create problems for fishermen. 

The Albanian community is aware that it is necessary to protect the environment and the sea to guarantee 
fishermen more income. The fish that comes from a clean and pollution-free environment is certainly of 
better quality and this entails a better exploitation of the catch in economic terms. 

The community of Porto Palermo refers to major pollution problems found especially on some days (on 
days with winds from the north) in which large quantities of waste are entangled in fishing nets. These 
wastes are retained on board by the fishermen and properly disposed of once they arrive in port. Much 
attention is also paid by fishermen regarding the disposal of waste produced on board. The fishermen are 
very attentive to the environmental issue but are faced with the problem of waste produced by other 
groups of citizens. Awareness raising activities are frequently organized, in Albania, to increase the 
attention of citizens and young people towards the protection of the sea.. 

The Tunisian community considers intensive fishing the main cause of environmental pollution. They 
therefore hope for a return to traditional fishing techniques that are less impacting both on the 
environment and on fish stocks. 

From the situation reported by the various communities, it should be noted that although only in some 
countries exist environmental protection regulations, there is however a great sensitivity of the fishermen 
on the subject. 

The expert called to support the Webinar focuses initially on the issue of plastics at sea that is not only a 
problem of the Mediterranean communities but a global problem of great importance. Some communities 
such as Tricase have already undertaken initiatives to raise awareness on the issue, addressed not only to 
the fishermen, who are the most sensitive to the problem because they are directly affected by the 
consequences of this situation, but above all trying to raise awareness of other sections of citizens and in 
particular school-aged children. 

The theme of plastics and waste at sea opens the debate on the relationship between the coast and urban 
activities. It is also necessary to stimulate awareness in those who do not live directly on the coast. The sea 
is not a seasonal resource therefore it can’t be considered only during the summer. The sea lives and gives 
income to entire communities throughout the year. In addition, the waste found on the coast comes very 
often and in large part from other countries and this is found especially in the Mediterranean which is a 
relatively closed basin. 

Another highly debated topic concerning the protection of the sea and fishing resources is related to illegal 
fishing and therefore to pressure on fishing basins. This too is a global problem that requires strict 
regulations for its solution. Despite the existence of provisions in several countries, very often these 
regulations are not respected. In this regard it is useful to address the problem with a participatory 
approach, that means communities that in their various components (coastal, economic, institutional, 
cultural, etc...) discuss the problem with a view to improving the relationship between the coast and the 
environment. 



 

The environment should not be considered a limit but a strong point of the communities. Obviously from 
an environmental quality situation it is not only the fishermen who benefit from it but also the economic 
operators of the community. 

The coastal and marine environmental quality has not only a macroscopic and visible aspect. There is also a 
microbiological quality of water that should be taken into due consideration. Unfortunately, in many areas 
there is a microbiological pollution of the sea, in some cases due to the absence of urban wastewater 
treatment plants or to real landfills directly on the beaches. 

The Webinar has also analyzed the aspect related to the way how the tourist flows can influence the 
environmental situation of each country. 

In Porto Palermo, the increase in tourist flows, in recent years, has also led to a situation of greater 
environmental degradation due to the presence of tourist boats that, very often, pour into the sea the 
waste or discharges of the washing of their boats. Fishermen should have the task of reporting these 
situations to the competent authorities. 

In Tunisia, being strictly seasonal tourism, the problem is limited. Nevertheless, the presence of tourist 
boats near the fishing areas creates considerable inconvenience for fishermen in carrying out their 
activities. 

In Egypt, the high numbers of tourists create important problems of pollution of the sea and of the coast 
that inevitably affect the activity of small-scale fishing. 

Regarding the return to traditional fishing techniques, mentioned by the Tunisian community as a way to 
decrease the pressure of fishing activity on both the environment and fish stocks, it would be useful to 
evaluate if this return should be accompanied or not by an innovative interpretation of the tradition and 
innovative forms of exploitation of the fish product. Traditional fishing techniques mean smaller quantities 
of fish, but it is still necessary to ensure right valorization of the fish and a fair income for the fisherman. It 
is necessary to start from tradition and find smart and sustainable forms of fishing. 

It is important to evaluate the relationship between tourism, environment and fishing. In the concerned 

areas, can’t give up to the income from both economic activities, but it is necessary to find sustainable 

forms of compatibility, able to guarantee the continuity of economic activities over time, without depleting 

resources. 

In the fishing sector, more often speaks about coordinated management of fish stocks This foresees the 

existence of laws and regulations that are very often different from country to country, as was said during 

previous Webinars. 

Even before the laws, it is possible to work together to study and elaborate a plan for the management of 

marine resources and the environment that starts from the responsibility of each individual to respect the 

environment. 


